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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.  - by Al Munro 

With winter having just about completed its run for the year 2007 — 2008, it is now time to start 
planning for this upcoming summer. Groundhog Day passed without me receiving any reports 
of his sighting as I was on a Caribbean cruise on Groundhog Day. The weather, here in Calgary, 
was minus 5 Celsius or 10 below Fahrenheit but warmed to plus 7 Celsius or 45 degrees above, 
Fahrenheit, on our Alberta provincial Family Day, February 18". Hopefully, we have seen the 
end of our winter extremes for this year. 

Membership renewals for year 2008 have been arriving at a steady pace, however, there are 
still a few who have not yet renewed. IF YOU HAVE NOT RENEWED BY MARCH 207 
2008, THIS NEWSLETTER WILL BE YOUR LAST. Those, still to renew, have a beside 
‘President’s Message’ above. Take some time and send off that renewal now. eo 

If you have questions about your membership status, I can be reached at e-mail 
wood5cents@shaw.ca or telephone at 403-273-6133. 

It is not too soon to start making reservations for the annual C.N.A. convention this J uly 17" to 
20" in Ottawa. I encourage you to attend this outstanding show and also plan to attend our 
C.A.W.M.C. annual meeting on the Sunday morning (July 20), of this convention. It is a great 
opportunity to meet other members and possibly do some trading. If you plan on issuing a 
‘wood’ for this convention, you should get it ordered soon to give the manufacturer lots of time 
to make them for you. 

If you know of someone who has put forth outstanding effort in support of our hobby, please 
consider nominating him/her for recognition. Please send any nominations to me at the contact 
addresses above or by mail at Box 2643 Station ‘M’ Calgary, AB, Can., T2P 3C1. 

I again remind you that our Association is facing a real crisis this year. We need a new editor 
for our ‘Timber Talk’ bulletin as Ross will retire in July. Our bulletin is the lifeline of our 
hobby and we desperately need someone to take over the reigns from Ross. I offer any advice 
and assistance I can give to a new editor and our past editors have agreed to offer any advice 
they can give. Please consider taking on this vital task for our hobby. 

Good luck in your collecting activities. 





ONTARIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION CONVENTION: 
Don’t forget this upcoming 46" annual coin convention on April 25, 26, and 27, 2008 at the 
Radisson Hotel 85 Ste. Anne Rd. Sudbury, Ontario (phone 1-800-436-4449) hosted by the 
Nickel Belt Coin Club. 
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PAST PRESIDENTS: C.A.W.M.C. CO-FOUNDER, VICTOR HALL, DIES: 

I was sadenned to hear of the recent passing on January 28", 2008 of 
Victor Hall, one of our Canadian Association of Wooden Money 
Victor Hall - 1977-1979 * Association’s co-founders. I had the pleasure of meeting Victor once in his 
Don Robb — 1979-1981 home, in London, Ontario, at a time when he and his wife, Donna, were 
getting ready to move from a home in which they had lived for many 
decades, to move into a small apartment nearby, also in London. 

Victor was born in North Bay, Ontario in 1927 and later moved to London, 
Worn Betsion = 1965-1091 Ontario where he worked all his life in the transportation industry as a local 
Pat White -— 1991-1995 ° agent and dispatcher for Allied Van Lines. 

Lou Vesh — 4995-2001 Victor began collecting wooden tokens around about 1964 and was a 
member of many U.S.A. Clubs and Societies. He was a Charter member of 
many of these Societies as well as our C.A.W.M.C., of which he was 
oon Been — SS eeae Charter Member # 2 and co-founder with Garry Braunwarth. Victor also had 

* deceased a passion for and collected paraphernalia on airplanes and trains. He was an 
active Masonic Lodge member, in the London area, for over fifty years. 

Victor leaves behind his wife, Donna, three children, and their families 
which includes eight grandchildren. 

Our condolences and sympathies go out to his family. 


Garry Braunwarth — 1975-1977 


Stan Clute — 1981-1983 
Neil Probert — 1983-1985 


Earl Salterio - 2001-2003 * 
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CAWMC OFFICERS FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH 
President: AL MUNRO 
Vice-President: ART STEPHENSON 
Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: 
AL MUNRO 
Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
NORM BELSTEN 


Elected Members of the Board of Governors: 
BOB BROWN, RUSSELL BROWN, 
DAVE GILLESPIE, ED MacPHERSON, LOU VESH 
JAMES WILLISTON. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS 





Our free wood for this month is a 


Editor: ROSS KINGDON 4s . 
eo Tea] VERE be DWE CELATRBID Sorrento, British Columbia wood issued by 
Auction Coordinator: AL. MUNRO the Chamber of Commerce of that city in 


1986. The small print on the ‘Welcome’ side 
DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of reads “Heart Of The Shuswap Lakes” and 





Wooden Money Collectors are: the small print on the ‘Chamber’ side reads 
Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds “Good For 20 cents In Trade Through 1986”. 
United a Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds Our President, Al Munro gave me this 
International Members Rate (outside of Canada and . ; ; 

U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds wood some time ago. The wood is quite 
Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 thick, is a bright blue on both sides and is 

a a listed as #9731 — 01 in our catalogue. There 

ues paid to Mr. unro, Box n, mo , : 

AB. Pawan TP 3C1 di were 2000 of these woods made. ‘Thanks’ 


for this donation, Al. 
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“INUNDATION DAYS” 50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY - Ross Kingdon 


In our Canadian ‘Wood’ Listing, the city of Cornwall, in eastern 
Ontario, has a ‘broom stock’-sized wood listed for the year 1958 
(#5200-01). It is this Inundation Days ‘wood’ (25mm in diameter) that 
conjures up some interesting and remarkable history for both Canada 
and the U.S.A. I will attempt to give a brief description of it here. 

This July 1%, 2008 marks the 50 year anniversary of this ‘wood’ and, 
at the time of this historical event (1958), our Wood Listing indicates 
some 25,000 of these ‘woods’ were made and distributed. 

From July 1” to 4" 1958, several villages, hamlets, farming 
communities and islands all disappeared under water over the course 
of these four days. For those living today in this area, the event has 
become known as the ‘Lost Villages’. 

The lost villages were Mille Roches, Moulinette, Iroquois, Wales, Dickinson’s Landing, 
Farran’s Point and Aultsville. Also lost were the hamlets of Maple Grove, Santa Cruz and 
Woodlands as well as large farming communities and Shelk’s/Sheek’s Island, on the Canadian 
side of the border, along with Barnhart and Croil’s Islands on the American side of the border. 
Lost also was a portion of the village of Morrisburg and over 200 other farms. These were not 
all lost through carelessness but were disposed of with government approval ‘for the common 
good’. Over 6,500 people were displaced in the name of progress for the sake of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and an International Hydro Electric Power Project. 

These villages, hamlets and farmland, all casualties to progress, disappeared beneath the 
waters of the newly created Lake St. Lawrence. This, at the time, was considered one of the 
most amazing engineering feats ever undertaken by man and was the beginning creation of a 
very much-enlarged St. Lawrence Seaway. 

Many of the displaced inhabitants moved into the new towns of Ingleside (New Town # 1) 
and Long Sault (New Town # 2). Both new towns are today just west of the city of Cornwall. 

Prior to this “Inundation”, the St. Lawrence River’s smooth flow was broken only by the 
mighty Long Sault Rapids, just west of Cornwall. Navigators had been wrestling with these 
rapids for hundreds of years. Fierce and formidable, they dropped nearly thirty feet over a 
span of three miles. At the end of the drop, the water poured into small channels that 
encircled a group of islands. Only a highly skilled mariner would dare to challenge the mighty 
Long Sault Rapids. 

Over the years canals, dating back to as early as 1783, were built and consistently enlarged to 
attempt to circumnavigate these rapids. In the mid 1900’s increased demand for power saw 
Ontario Hydro taking a serious look at damming and harnessing the mighty St. Lawrence River. 
A joint board of American and Canadian engineers embarked on a two-year study and after 
much political wrangling finally in 1954, the U.S.A. and Canada negotiated an agreement to get 
the project rolling. The construction of the International St. Lawrence Seaway and Power 
Project officially began on August 10, 1954. | 

The project was a twofold venture. It was first of all to provide Eastern Ontario and Upstate 
New York with much needed low cost hydroelectric power. — continued on page 4 
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INUNDATION DAYS - continued from page 3 


Secondly, it was to replace the antiquated canal system in order to handle the large ocean- 
going shipping vessels. 

The project involved building three dams and two power houses (one on each side of the 
border). In the process, the water height would be raised forming a thirty-mile long man-made 
lake (Lake St. Lawrence) 90 feet deep over top of the Long Sault Rapids. The magnitude of this 
project was almost impossible to fathom. The total cost, over a billion dollars, was a lot of 
money at that time. 

Along the shore of the St. Lawrence lay a group of small riverside villages, some settled as far 
back as the 1600s and 1700s. Many of these residents were the direct descendents of loyalist 
settlers who had come to Canada during the American Revolution in support of the British 
cause. 

In 1954, residents of these small, tightly knit communities were given the long awaited news 
that their villages would be flooded and submerged under the new Lake St. Lawrence. 

Many of these villages had been in a state of decline for some years ever since the discussion 
of the Seaway began. The people had considered the project inevitable and the growth of the 
villages stagnated as they were unable to attract new industry. The response of the people was 
mixed. Some looked forward to the thought of living in a new town with all the amenities and 
conveniences. Others were heartbroken at the thought of losing riverside homes, some of which 
had been in their families for many generations. 

All totalled, the relocation affected 6,500 people, 550 homes, 225 farms, 17 churches and 18 
cemeteries which included re-interring more than 2,000 bodies. Some of the more historic 
buildings were moved to the present Upper Canada Village, a pioneer and historical theme park 
which today remains very popular with tourists from all over the world. 

On July 1“, 1958 at 8:00 a.m., a 30 ton blast of dynamite tore open the 
cofferdam (a small earthen structure) that had been holding back the water 
for over four years. The water began to steadily and gradually cover the 
foundations and roads of the historical villages. By the 2" day, water had 
made its way to Moulinette, Wales and Dickinson’s Landing. By day four 
all the villages, islands and farmlands were lying, in a watery grave, at the 
bottom of Lake St. Lawrence. 

Although the villages have now been gone for nearly fifty years, they 
continue to attract, possibly even more attention today than when they 
previously thrived. Divers, from all over, search underwater for the 
remnants of old locks and foundations. 

In 1959, a second broom stock-sized ‘wood’ was issued to recognize the 
official opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway, Gateway to the World or the 
‘highway’ into the Great Lakes. This ‘wood’ is listed under Cornwall 
number 5200-02. 
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BROOM STOCK TOKENS: _ - by R. Kingdon 

Since the previous two pages talked about events reflected by the two broom stock woods 
‘Inundation Days’ and ‘Seaway Opening’, | thought it appropriate to dig out an article written by the 
late Norm Wells, on Norm’s visit in 1977 to the Kitchener, Ontario plant where these early “broom 
stock” woods were manufactured. \’ve reprinted here a portion of an article. written by Norm in a 
1977 newsletter issue of ‘Timber Lines’, at that time, the official publication of the “Dedicated Wooden 
Money Collectors” club in Ohio, U.S.A. 

Norm Wells, and a couple of his wood-collector friends, were given a tour of . 
the factory of Master Craft Wood Turnings Ltd. of Kitchener, Ontario by the =: 
then factory President, Bob Thiessen. | Norm writes: . 

Master Craft is the home of the broom stock five-cent wooden tokens and 
souvenirs. The factory is a manufacturer of cabinet and drawer knobs and other 
specialty items for many of the larger furniture makers and also for the retail 
trade. The broom stock tokens are a small but interesting sideline. By Norman Wells 

The very first issues of broom stock tokens were for Kitchener and Gananoque in 1954. Since then. 
there have been 40 other commemorative and souvenir issues, mainly for cities and towns in Ontario. 

There are five or six operations performed in the production of these so-called broom stock tokens. 
Which is actually one inch diameter maple dowling and comes in four foot lengths. These lengths are 
hand fed and cut (one cut per token) on a small circular bench saw which is fitted with a jig for “% inch 
thickness. Approximately 1,000 blanks are produced per hour. These blanks are then put into a wooden 
tumbler, for a few minutes, to take off any rough edges. After this tumbling they are ready for 
stamping. 

Two steel dies are required, which are inserted into a vertical stamping machine. The obverse die is 
in the upper or moving part and the reverse die is fastened on the flat, or table, of the machine. 

One wooden blank at a time is placed, by hand, on the bottom die and an electrical switch activates 
the upper die, which comes down with a pre-set pressure to incuse the designs into the wooden blank - 
both sides done in one operation. About 1,000 per hour are produced this way. 

The completed pieces are then ready to be issued, either in a natural or varnished state. There is one 
more operation, if the customer wishes them varnished. 

The wooden tokens are placed in a steel tumbler, approximately 24 inches in diameter and three feet 
long. Depending on the number of tokens to be done, a small amount of varnish is also put into the 
container and the lid closed. They are spun and tumbled until most of the varnish is absorbed into the 
wood and, therefore, little drying is required. Another method of drying involves spreading the tokens 
on a silk screen and giving them a very light spraying. 

Counting of the tokens is done either individually or if large quantities are issued, they are weighed. 

Quantities produced have varied from 5,000 for the Dunnville issues to the largest recorded number 
of 305,198 for London, Ontario. Most issues, however, average around 50,000. 

The cost of one set of steel dies is about $300.00. These can be reused and will produce about one 
million pieces without being re-sharpened. 

In addition to the broom stock tokens, Master Craft has also produced the larger 
| 2 inch diameter wooden quarters for the Elmira Maple Syrup Festivals of 1967 to 
1975. 

The largest piece produced by the firm was a 1 *% inch wooden dollar issued in 
1967 for Canada’s Centennial by a group of Kitchener citizens. This issue featured 
the Centennial symbol] on the obverse and a large dollar sign on the reverse. No 
mention was made of the issuing city. (More broom stock photos on page 6.) 
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BROOM STOCK TOKENS: (Other Photos — continued from page 5) 
Shown here are a few of the broom stock tokens mentioned in the Norm Wells article on the previous page. 
They are the Kitchener Centennial 1954, London Centennial ‘The Forest City’ 1955, three Dunnville tokens 
(different dates), and several Elmira ‘Maple Syrup Festival’ tokens. The Elmira tokens are reduced in size as is 
the ‘Centennial Souvenir Wooden Dollar’ token on the previous page. 
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FUND-RAISER CASINO CHIP-LIKE WOODS STILL AVAILABLE: 


Dave Gillespie advises me that there are still 3 sets (five woods in the set) of the Casino-like chips 
that were sold at our CAWMC annual general meeting last July in Niagara Falls. The set of five woods 
was sold as a CAWMC fundraiser with all proceeds going to CAWMC. If you wish to obtain one of 
these sets ($20.00 plus $2.00 shipping) contact Dave at 3 Old Oak Lane, Orangeville, Ontario, Can., 
LOW 4B1. The colours of the chips are: $5.00 — blue, $25.00 — orange, $50.00 — green, $100.00 — red 
and $500.00 — black. 


WANTED: PRINCE GEORGE SPRUCE DOLLARS: 

CAWMC member #103 Larry White is looking for the following five Spruce Dollars. If you can 
help him out please contact him with prices. Larry’s address is P.O. Box 85 Liberty Center, OH 
43532. 1. #26—1965 Aurora School For Retarded Children -green/green 
#28 — 1965 B.C. Chamber of Commerce Golden Jubilee -green/green 
#97 — 1975 Chamber of Commerce World Champs Snow Golf -purple/green 
#145 — 1993 UNBC Convocation Ceremony -blue/green 
#146 — 1994 Civic Centre (Clock Tower) -black/green 


UR wR 








